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TL739374

Start in Toppeshield, outside the
Green Man on Church Lane. Zero
your trip with the pub on your left
and set off heading east-north-east

225

OO0

The road becomes gravel after the
last house

3

TL726 355

| MALLOWS LANE

0.5

Dead slow past the house on the
left, which is very close indeed

to the right of way. The byway Is
ahead on the right - there’s also a
footpath ahead to the left

4.35

Keep it slow as you emerge on to a
firmer, wider track, and watch out
for kids and animals

4.9

ZERO TRIP

Wetherfield
Blackmore End
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1.45
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1.8

Caution at the end of the gravel
track as you approach the junction
ahead. It's uneven encugh to
whack either of your bumpers if
you're going too fast
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TOTAI OFF-ROAD

USING OUR ROADBOOKS

Total Off-Road'’s unique roadbooks
guide you through the British
countryside on a mixture of surfaced
and unsurfaced roads. The tracks

we use are public rights of way,
either Byways Open to All Traffic

or Unclassified County Roads, all -
of them commonly referred to as

green lanes.

NAVIGATION
We've deliberately made it as easy
as possible to follow the route,

using a mixture of instructions, tulip

diagrams and grid references. We
normally only include junctions at
which you have to make a turning or
don't have right of way, so just stay
on the main road or take the most
straight-ahead option unless we tell
you otherwise,

If you're unfamiliar with six-figure
grid references, you'll find a guide to
using them on the legend of any QS
map. Our aim is for you to be able to
do the route without maps, but we

do recommend having them.

SAFETY

The symbols on the first page of
the roadbook advise you of how
suitable it is for your vehicle. These
are just guidelines, however. We'll
warn you of any hazards or difficult
sections, but the nature of any
green lane can change quickly, Wet
weather can make a huge difference
to the conditions underfoot, and
what's wide open in winter can be
tightly enclosed and scratchy in
summer. The responsibility is yours!
Our roadbooks are designed to
be safe to drive in a solo vehicle, and
are largely suitable for standard 4x4s
on road tyres. We do recommend
travelling in tandem wherever
possible, however. The risk of getting
stuck can be greater than it appears
- and if you break down, having help
at hand can make the difference
between it being inconvenient and
downright dangerous.

RESPONSIBILITY

Irresponsible driving is a massive
prablem on green lanes. In
particular, you must always stay
on the right of way. Never drive
off it to play on the verges or
surrounding land, even if you can
see that someone else has; doing so
is illegal and can be tremendously
damaging, both to the land and to
4x4 drivers’ reputation.

- The fact that you can see where
it's happened shows how much
harm it does. It's no excuse to say

-~ you're just following where another

driver has airead_y been, Most green
laners have taken to videocing anyone

- they see behaving like this and

passing the evidence to the police,
which shows how much anger there
is towards the criminal element.

Elsewhere, simple common
sense and courtesy should be your
watchword. The do-and-don't list
below should always be in your
mind, but keep your speed down,
be ready to pull over for others and
make it your aim to show the world
that 4x4 drivers aren't the hooligans
they think we are.

ANTIS
Anti-4x4 bigotry does exist, but
it's less common than you'd
think. By and large, it's limited to
organisations who just want to get
the countryside all to themselves.

These organisations are beyond
being reasoned with, but it's rare to
encounter real hostility even from
their rank-and-file members. If you're
friendly towards the people with
whom you share the countryside,
the vast majority will respond in
kind. There are always bad apples,
but no more so than anywhere else.

Likewise, most local residents
will accept your presence if you're
driving sensibly. What suspicion you
do encounter is likely to be from
people worried that you're there to
steal from them, so be ready to offer
a word of reassurance. Once satished
that you're not after their quad bikes,
their mood will lighten.

It only takes one vandal to tarnish
a person’s view of all 4x4 drivers, and
once the damage is done it tends to
be permanent. Butif enough of us
resolve ta be am bassadors, it might
make a difference to the way we're
perceived by society in general.

DOS&DON'TS

® Keep your speed right down

# Pull over to let walkers, bikers and
horse riders pass

= Don't travel in large convoys:

_split into smaller groups to avoid

hassling others
# Leave gates as you found them

- ® Don't drop litter

# Don't go back to drive the fun
bits, such as mud or fords, again

= Scrupulously obey all closure and
voluntary restraint notices

= Don't cause a noise nuisance,
particularly after dark

¢ Ensure you have a right to be
there, We research the routes

on our roadbooks very carefully,
but the status of any route can
change without notice

® Be prepared to turn back if the
route is blocked, even illegally

# If you find an illegal obstruction,
notify the local authority

# |f someone challenges you, be
firm but polite. Stay calm and
don’t get into a slagging match

& Stick absolutely scrupulously to

the right of way
= You have as much of a right to
be there as everyone else. Which

of course means they have as

rmuch right as you

MOWEMBER 27014 | 72
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TL737 303
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4.3

Caution - visibility to the right is
absolutely rubbish
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4.55
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3.25 o 4.83
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Shalford ?)

TL737 303
Looks familiar...?

- -
5.1H

3‘.3“

\.\ Take the track on the right just
1 \h before the derelict building
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20 Turn right at the blue waymarkers 26
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6.1

If there's actually any water in this
ford when you drive it, you'll be
doing better than us
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TL 686 266

Another one that's hard to spot

- you've got a good landmark,
though, as it's right opposite the
church, just after the white house
on the right. The track can be
rutted in places, so choose your
line with care

ZERO TRIP
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2.6

29
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0.35

Shalford Green 1
Great Saling 3

¢ Gt saling |

32

3.65

TL 686 250

This track is quite hard to spot - it's
just after the end of the hedge line
on the right. Take care as you follow
it - there are big ditches to each
side and not much room for error

TOTAL OFF-ROAD




TL&E2 291
This is a nice, wide track, but it gets
rutted and can be tricky in places

Don't cut the corner — it's
somebody’s lawn. There's a parking
space opposite as you emerge,
and if there's a car in it you're likely
to need a couple of shunts to get
round
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4.05

Caution as you emerge — it'sa
major road and visibility to the
right could be better
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Saffron Walden
Thaxted
Bi184

1.7 _M

56

Gt Dunmow 3
<(Em5? Thaxted B:]

" 8.0
B
. < Duten Hill_1 |
This is very soon after step 48 - the
reading on your trip might not 57
have changed at all
.75 8.5
Stanbrook
Thaxted
50 K 58
1.9 O 8.95
: Gt Bardfield Tilty Hill
Gt Dunmow ( (only)
* ' Stay right past the farm buildings,
\.\ . E but don't follow the track through
35 ] |:| —‘__ the hedge signed for Tingates
= __,‘-' Cottage
2.09 9.1
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TL 645 244
The track is immediately before the
hedge line on the right
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TL570 277
Turn right on the road signed as a

byway, which also has a 'no lorries’
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TL 557 325

72

4.85

i sign ‘
12.0 3.49
Dead slow as you turn - apart from
? 1 the fact that it’s right next to a
house, it's narrow, there's a steep
s step down and if you go too far to
12 15 * 3-95 the right you'll fall into a big drain
. Il N
ZERO TRIP
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There's a ‘footpath only'sign, but it
only refers to the track on the right

1.85
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6.1

69

3.0
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7.0

Caution - this is a busy high street

5. Walden
B1383
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Clavering 3
Buntingford 11

a.39

TL511 336

The turning is immediately after
you've gone under the motorway.
It's very tight and hard to spot -
you need to be slowing down and
indicating before you get to the
bridge

8.75

Follow the track ahead between
the trees

Quendon
Mewport
Saffron Walden

'l
3
6'a

Arrive at the Cricketers Arms in

Rickling Green for the end of the

route




