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Tracing its route along the base of the North Downs,
the Pilgrims" ollows the course of the Old Road
— perh the first recognised trunk road in Britain_lts
route from
has either disappeared under a blank
barricaded behind a wall of ‘priv : _: .
n of Kent there's a stretch which remains much as it :
still a bustling thoroughfara.
5 the backbone of a route which winds
up and down the chalky downland that characterises ;
araa which, more than any other part of Kent, is redolent
unty's nickname of the ‘Garden of England.’ Most 4 : 2
2, you'll be picking your way along well surfaced s T When using
farm tracks and field edges, though by tumns you'll be R Ty 5 L F must
ushing through dense woodland while wincing at the

sound of undergrowth scratching at your paintwork.

Your route includes a clutch of the county’s ;
picturesque villages, too. Kent is not short of Uigliness, ¢
but there's little sign of it here ~ even though much of the fo B Playdays apg ¢
time you'll be within a mile or so of both the M20and the 4 e = lanes arg fo, laning!
Channel Tunnel railway: s g

You wouldn't think it. With great views across the
Weald and lots to keep drivers and navigators
entertained, this is a pretty, peaceful drive
—and a perfect way to get away from it-all
for a few hours in one of the busiest parts
of Britain.

For various dull reasons, we've had

ke taadetay 1he roadbook we've boen

Feplanning in Seuth-West Wales, In the

ok tirghritime, this is a revised version

M oF the route that appeared back in

' %.-‘i"ﬂwl"”rl 2002, in the first ever
sl of Total OFff Road.

g Since then, illegal ohstructions

! have become a probleny an Step 37

o AR The limwe of wr iing, the lame is
chear, but you may seed to navigate
armeund i The very next bine after
: ¢ thatial Ay 38, is currently subject

Eran éxperimental permit scheme
'- E biging run by the local authority:

y sidly, this was decmied necessars
becnse of people trashing it in wet
wenther and, to the shame af all 454
¥ drivers, using the war memorial next

Hollingbeurne (TQ B43 551)
Westwell (TQ 989 474)
36.94 miles

4 hours

i ber il i cross carved into the challk
down as a pliygronnd

Fhus, betore using the lane, vou
mewd 1ooapply for permission by
calling Kent County Council on
DBA5H 247 247, You're also asked

1t tek s the e at all in wet

Farm tracks and chalky downs

Scratching - sometimes severe

Oecasional ruts - conditions, and should be aware that

A few dodgy road junctions the lare will be closed 1o all traflic

Landranger 178 (Thames Estuary) WER PRI iy whe the grass

Landranger 189 (Ashford and Romney Marsh) surface grows back tollowing repair
i Explorer 137 (Ashford)

Explorer 148 (Maidstone and the Medway Towns)
Explorer 1 itti - : 2 '
plorer 1489 (Sittingbourne and Faversham) BO&E 0 TRACK *7+FORD <{-BREDGE | RAILWRY % RIVER i mam
i
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TQ 843551 STEPS 1.8, 12-147 ' JNEEEIET
Start outside All Saints Church in -’_,-'
Hollingbourne, With the church
behind you, pull forward to the
end of the short lane and zero
your trip as you turn left for the
start of the route
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Az you reach the farm, continue
ahead on to a track which .
disappears into the trees and up |
& stenp, bumpy hill
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CAUTION - there's a hidden
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5 tree stump on the right
29
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16 wilch il Joan you it
w you
s ; 6 bushes
l -I It ean get sloppy and slippery
here in wet weather
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DRIVING ON RIGHTS OF WAY
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CAUTION ~ blind exit
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Turn left on the track then
immediately left again, down
what could be a slippery drop in
wit weather
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It gets a little rutted at the
battom of the hill
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STEPS 31-40 ” gl
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On your left just after the gate

‘4 I% the Lenham Cross, a 200-foat
= memorial to the fallen of both
2.1 - world wars
40 After the gate, the track gets
much mere enclased and could be
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siippery in wet conditions
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The junction with the road is

blocked off, save for a small

opening with a hump for you te
drive over

37 TO 894 531

This lang has been blighted by

illegal blockages in the past. if
1.4 you find one, report it to Kent
County Council on 0B458 247247
and navigate your way round it
bry road to pick up the route at
Step 38 or 43
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TQ 916525

TQ 901 529

This lane s currently subject to a
parmit system and will be closed
tor a spell during the spring to let
the grass re-grow. For parmits and
maore infa, contact Kent County ;
Council on 08458 247247, to miss it
out, navigate by read to steg 43
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As you drop on to the track,

there’s a ditch that will rattle
your teeth if you hit it too fast

T

Take care as you drop down
towards a rutted section; if
you're on standard tyres, it's
worth checking it out on foat
hefore you commit yourself
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As the main track head round to
the right, continug ahead into

& wall of bushes. It's very tight
indeed to start with, but opens
out quickly
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the track starts getting more

enclosed
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As the road swings left, take
the track headed more or loss
straight ahead
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TQ 967 490

s the road bears left into the

quarry, earry on ahead on the
larger track




