SAILSBURY PLAIN

SALISBURY PLAIN

Wherever you go in the wo

ta get your off-road thrills,
there is quite simply nathing like Salisbury Plain, A vast
wilderness given over to training the British Army, it's criss
crossed by an extraordinary network of rights of way which
make it entirely unigue,

Much as we like to criticise the manner in which countryside

access has been managed in Britain, especially over the last ten

there can be few countries in which the concept of rights

years

of way is so strong, it's possible to drive your A ric through

the middie of 2 military exercise, even as tanks roll by around

you, That, however, is the bizarre reality on the Plain, cne which

makes exploring it by 4x4 even more of an adventure,

This roadboak, which is in the main a combination of lanes used
in various other routes over the past few years, exploras a series
of rural byways which vary enormously in nature, both on and off
the Plain. At times, you'll be likely to meeat 2 dog-walker coming
the other way in a family hatchback — but here and there, you'll
encounter ground the likes of which will make you glad to have a

second vehicle behind you with a strong towrope ready for action

When you reach the Plain itself, meanwhile, you'll encounter
a different kind of hazard, The 'i:|i|t:'. of way used hera cross and

recrogs the Larkhill and Westdown Artillery Ranges, maaning

liable to come face to face with red flags and closed gates

times, normal rights of way rules are |'I'||_:|'|.!|::_::-'! W not

applicable, and you must keep out

This only becomes a potential problem towards the end of

Artillery Range (normally Tuesdays and Thursdays, plus some

kE

Saturdays), you'll probably get here after the red Rags come

down at Spm or o, though in winter we'd suggest being "=
cautious about driving on the Plain after dark, as picking your
route through the sea of tank trails and other tyre tracks is hard

enough in daylight
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By now, at any rate, you'll have had a major day's green laning

3

already, so if you have to cut and run here you won't be mi

| (oo
much. In particular, as well as a wide variety of tracks in the lands
surrounding the Plain, you'll have explored parts of the Army's
training areas where live firing doesn't normally happen, meaning
your shouldn't see any red flags - though you might well come face
tor face with the odd couple of dozen tanks or be studiously ignored
by a well-disciplined group of marching squaddias.

Th

s

manoeuvres, and the landscape all around shows the marks of

se are the areas the army uses for practising infantry

s, Everywhere you look, there's evidence of where tanks have

L

chewed the ground up ~ creating a bizarre Moonsca pe of a view
in places and, possitily more to the point, making it a pig of a job
to work out where you are,

As a regsult, this is a roadbook which, while it's by no means
all plain sailing (boom boom) for drivers, really is the equivalent
af a masters’ degree for your navigator. Make no mistake, finding
your way around out here is tough; and when we say ‘'mahka

no mistake, ' we mean it in evary Concen able sense, because

getting it wrong and ending up off the right of way is ridiculous!
ed, Don't assume that the

easy and potentially very dodgy ir
army and its range wardens are out to get you, though; they
undearstand the way it is, and will only get shirty if you start
acting the foal, i
H':'F:":F"“}' our instructions will i'l'||_:-‘:,'<"|:_. Firict your way througn
But don't forget that s
every chance that the landscape could have been crucified by

for

e we set out thes roadbook, there's

several hundred tons of tracked vehicles - code, perhaps
“take a map and GPS.'

Den't be put off, though, This is a fascinating adwventure ir
a landscape that's guite unlike anything else in Britain, and the
route will alse take you past both Stonehenge and the "German
Village' - & complex used to train troops in-street fighting. Get
lucky, and they could be at it, thunderflashes and all, as you drive
past = a surreal bonus in a routa which will be quite unlike any

ather green laning experience you'll ever have,
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Start outaide the Crows and Anchor in
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Access to the rights of way on Salisbury Plain is controlled
by red flags and lamps posted to show when live firing Is
in progress, When these are up, you must keep out of the
areas they relate to - fail to do so, and you eould wind up
getting prosecuted, shot or blown to bits.

Ham (SU 331 630) A section of road and track towards the end of this

Bratton (ST 913 523) roadbook crosses the Westdown Artillery Range, and

130.4 miles is normally closed until Spm every day. On Mondays, '
12 hours Wednesdays and Fridays, all things being equal the flags

Gentle downland come down after that, but on Tuesdays, Thursdays and

Saturdays the firing can
continue into the night.
Sundays are normally left
open, though the ranges

Bleak open plain
Ruts, sometimes deep

Dccasional axle twisters

Surface water after wet weather | ‘¢an be shut withaut notice
Unexploded bombs | at any time - to dispose
Other users of unexploded shells, for
Other users, in tanks example, or if the day's

activities have started
any fires in the grass and’
brush. To check the exact
situation, you can call the
range operations office

Landranger 173 (Swindon and Devizes)

Landranger 174 (Newbury and Wantage)
Landranger 184 (Salisbury and the Plain)
Explorer 130 (Salisbury and Stonehenge)

Explorer 131 (Romsey, Andover and Test Valley) on 01980 674763; they
Explorer 143 (Warminster and Trowbridge) understand how it is with
Explorer 157 (Marlborough and Savernake Forest) | rights of way on the Plain,
E:plurm‘ 158 (Newbury and Hungerford) and are very helpful.
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SU 294 607 loa't turn too sasly— |
you're going through a gate which looks |
ik it never gets closed, but thera'ss |
simiterly shaped field entrance 38 yards |

befora it which could confuse you. Lesk |

Tor & byway sign oppesite your turning |-
~ it was hanging off Its pest whan we
et it the rewte, but at least the post :
itself should still be thers! g

@

P AL P i AL

3.3

The track seddenly dives inte a thick 3
wood. 1t's still okay, but becomes ;
sorately and the corers will give you |
some close emcounters with trees
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Slow through the farm belldings, thea g
turn rigkt and follow the track beasath
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Tt gets rutted and bumgy after this;
struggle
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Bear right st the M0 gign, then follow

the tyrs tracks around the feld sige |
with tho fanes and hodga fina te year |
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Juin & larger 4ot of trachs and keepan |

fallawing tha fiold adge 5 baters
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1's ot obwisus whens you tum trough |

the gate until you're on it - the old
matal hyway sign [s hidden by trees
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Kpep your spend down — same farm E
bulidings appesr very suddealy onthe |

There's no sign st the junction, but
you're folewing the B308g
far Urchtest
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You'll oftes see red flags flylng right |

v | Don't warry - they refer te the leed to

hy this track, which runs siong the i
parimater of the Lackhill Ariillery Range. |

your right; so bamg as you stick o the
brasch, you're okay i
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Just after a flagpoke an the right, your

landmark Is & load of stenl beams
sticking wp ouf of the greund sa the leh,
Turm laft kern, tham Imesediatety follow
roend tn the right te run peraliel to the
maln brack on @ faink grass track |
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As you approach the green bam, spat

e white horss te Its left on the
hillside in the distance
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CAUTEON this ls & stesp, rutted descent |
which takes you down & series of sharp |-

steps

[Don't worry, the ‘Road Used as a
Public Path' sign is wrong — we called
Wiltzhirs Cousty Cousel] te check, and

“Byway.’ That wes I gril 2908
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they sabd they'd change it to one saying |

SU 114 558 CAUTION - the
turning Is hidden unti you're almost on it, |
and ather drivers won't keew whal yes'ns |

doing. They soem te msist on coming

throwgh hera twice as fast as thay should, |

too. $tart slowing and signaling early

— its right spposits the Charlton Cat pub, |

il immadisteby babers theen chevron
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CHARLTON [l
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Tha climh gate rutbed and uneven, and
is stesp snough to bo swiward
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Thera's a sharp aabe-twistar a8
you climb on to the track eressing
your path
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4 big dig. Nete that the ‘private land"
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It gets very evergrown after tha
farmhouse, but it's only grass and
the ruta aren't tes bad
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Joim the Cat ) track Tank fracks moan |
It's baheadly impossible te see where |
the byway goes - you'rs alming te jois
the mais track an the outside of the
corner
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Taks the track to the right of the
Wiy Sign
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Stick to the maia track ahead past the :'
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Stick to the maln track i
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The bywsy iz spposite Pembrske i
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303 dual-carriagawey

{54 TR 0510




wanunemmoergue | | 139

[t stmtsmti | [ 40

TR TR
8.0 (11 | e

.III:I
!
- i

.......... T Tt e S R T T I i in eh
135 e | [ 141 etk ]
tha right of way 8 1 B take p walk first and recen a routs

i & through

T L T S T LI T

- ;mm“m}“‘iﬂ._",,j o — e

A\

3

i
5

N

T EE TR Ry

ILRO TRIP

SU 020 434 i
Taka the chalky treck. not the surfeced |
rond sart ta it i

1.0 & nfin

09710 TINR (195




145
2.8

143 Fellow tee bywny sign
2.0
144 L
s | e
£
U o

146
3.1

141
3.7

SU 006 460

[STEPS 139154 JRSGaAN 1
| GERMAN UILLAGE %

148
4.1

€T

4.1

=
&

149

A

Turm left oppasite the gatewsy te the

Berman Vilage. No, den't be templad ta |

4.25

X

2.0

2

4

track — son the byway sign and follow |

It emaetly

1.2 ¥ 18 | quigan [Tanmimm—|
: 2000
® &
; g e g
50 154 "“9"# nmiﬂmmu:mr--:lhml

09 TOR 0910

; o 3 A g,
Ty L .

F: T i 2

Ortivais Surviey mapnpey € Crisen oopyright AT,/ T




Oircdresnce Survey mappping © Crown copymight AR 20,709

‘ L e S T PV S N e O ¢ R 5 W b il

155
5.4

Fallew the mali tracks dead ahead
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kracks abwad

Cress the larger treck and follow the tyre |
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Craas th larger track and follow the tyre |
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You'll know wises you get bore - It's ]
your first big track crossieg since the |
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tracks shead
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Creees the larger track asd follow the tys |
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Cruss the larger track and fallow the tyre
tracks ahaad
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Fed on your left, then at the roundahest
Follew the A350 For Salisbury
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urn right on the bryway apposite the
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The turming [& very hard bo spet - itaat |
Ut of & stone and brick wall on your |
nft, nd s you approsch it you'll bo sble |/

I see the national speed limit signs ln |
the digtance ]
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Tha track I In fact somi-surfaced for |
much of its length [
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EAUTION — this is & major read, and |

ity to the left bs limited
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ZERD TRIP

This rasd is closed when the artillery t
ranges ara In wea, In which case there'll |
b6 & sign warning you of the fact. Firing
normally happeas 8-5 Monday to Friday, |
and late into the night on Teesdays and

Tharsdays. Saturdays can be all-dayers |
ton, but Suadays are normally free i
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CAUTION past the farm bulidings on the |
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Take the track at the ‘publlic right of
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Straight over a major track and ontn |

Takee the maln track af areund
K 11 o'check, by the stand of trees
on the right
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Fallew the main wislbée track over the
craat of the hill in the distance
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Either track is okey — they run paralisl

of treos te your right

Taket the main track, keeping the stand |
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ot 1 o'chock with the woeds Immedistaly |

o ywur right

: . 5U O&T 499
% =
J"‘=
%,
=,
LERO TRIP
1|u||n>

(5 100 TR 0959



Loak out For the byway sign

Follow the byway sigs; nate that you're
mot meant o be taking the coscrete
e through the deshle gates, but the
much smalber trach te its laft

Stay on the main track shuad; straying
off te play In the woods is ilegalsnd |
will just get 4xds baaned from the right |
of way :
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CAUTION - s Is & busy road
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Fallew ahead for Westhury
ol the B3O8

Tha track is abeut as woll surfaced as |
they get withsut being & rond
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5T 997 536 :
Tha track is shartly after Dauntsey's |

Schosl drap-alt polol on the et The
byway sign kas been knocked dewe,
bt there's o bridbeway sign ler the

trach apposite which yeu can use for i

refarence

Unclassilied Road
Pear Tree Hill
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Continun om th maln track
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